
Designing Fire Safety into Residential Construction: 
Perspectives, Ideas, and Trends 

December 2nd & 3rd, 2009 
Arizona Grand Resort 

Phoenix, AZ  
 

Day One: 
Wednesday 
 

Program Presenters Location 

7:00 am – 8:00 am Pre-registration Coffee and Continental Breakfast 
Lobby/ Palm 
Court 

8:00 am – 8:30 am 
Welcome/Opening Session and 
Remarks 

Phil Gordon, Mayor, City of Phoenix 
Bob Khan, Fire Chief, City of Phoenix 
Chris Hasbrook, Vice President, 
Underwriters Laboratories 

Eucalyptus/ 
Honeysuckle 

8:30 am – 9:30 am 
Keynote Address: Differentiating 
Offerings through Automotive 
Safety Features 

Rick Bryant, Vice President of NE region of 
Volvo Cars of America 
 

Eucalyptus/ 
Honeysuckle 

9:30 am – 10:00 am 
Residential Fire Impact in North 
America Overview 

Glenn Gaines, Deputy Assistant 
Administrator, US Fire Administration 

Eucalyptus/ 
Honeysuckle 

10:00 am – 10:30 am Break  Palm Court 

10:30 am–11:30 am 
Today’s Residential Fire 
Environment:  What’s Different 
and Why it Matters. 

Steve Kerber, Fire Research Engineer, UL 
 

Eucalyptus/ 
Honeysuckle 

11:30 am – 12:45 pm Lunch 
Eucalyptus/ 
Honeysuckle 

12:45 pm – 1:45 pm 

Engineered Lumber Research 
Project; covering fire resistant 
building materials properties and 
benefits 

Bob Backstrom, Senior Fire Research 
Engineer, UL 
James Dalton, Research Coordinator, 
Chicago Fire Department 

Eucalyptus/ 
Honeysuckle 

1:45 pm – 2:45 pm 
Residential Sprinkler Research, 
Cost Analysis, Water Issues and 
Home Starts 

Maria Figueroa, Regional Manager, NFPA 
Fire Prevention Field Office 
 

Eucalyptus/ 
Honeysuckle 

2:45 pm – 3:15 pm Break Palm Court 

3:15 pm – 4:15 pm 
Residential Insurers Role in 
Supporting Residential Fire 
Safety 

Pam Overton, Claims Assistant Vice 
President, Allstate Insurance Company 

Eucalyptus/ 
Honeysuckle 

4:15 pm – 5:15 pm 
Home Builders Perspective on 
Fire Safety 

Dwight M. (Sonny) Richardson, Jr., 
President, Richardson Home Builders, Inc. 

Eucalyptus/ 
Honeysuckle 

5:15 pm – 5:30 pm Wrap-up and Announcements Steve Kerber, Fire Research Engineer, UL 
Eucalyptus/ 
Honeysuckle 

5:30 pm – 7:00 pm Reception Paseo 
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Day Two: Thursday 
 

Program Presenters Location 

7:00 am – 8:30 am Registration Open Continental Breakfast Palm Court 

8:30 am – 9:30 am 
Residential Structural Building 
Components 

Kirk Grundahl, PE, President, Qualtim, Inc. 
Eucalyptus/ 
Honeysuckle 

9:30 am – 10:30 am Code Considerations 

Ron Lynn, Director/Building Official, 
Department of Development Services, Clark 
County, Nevada 
Jim Tidwell, Tidwell Code Consulting 

Eucalyptus/ 
Honeysuckle 

10:30 am – 11:00 am Break Palm Court 

11:00 am - Noon 
Shelter – The Architecture of the 
Home 

Dave Collins – American Institute of 
Architects 

Eucalyptus/ 
Honeysuckle 

Noon – 1:00 pm Lunch 
Eucalyptus/ 
Honeysuckle 

1:00 pm – 2:00 pm 
Framers and Building 
Component Manufacturer 
Perspective on Fire Safety 

Ben Hershey, TruTrus, Phoenix, AZ  
Scott Schuster, Schuck Component 
Systems, Inc., Glendale, AZ  

Eucalyptus/ 
Honeysuckle 

2:00 pm – 2:30 pm 
The Realtors’ Perspective on 
Fire Safety Solutions in the 
Home 

Robert Pierce, Executive Director, 
Scottsdale Association of Realtors 

Eucalyptus/ 
Honeysuckle 

2:30 pm – 3:00 pm Break Palm Court 

3:00 pm – 4:00 pm The Scottsdale Experience  
Jim Ford, Deputy Chief of Fire & Life Safety, 
Scottsdale, AZ  

Eucalyptus/ 
Honeysuckle 

4:00 pm – 5:00 pm Closing Remarks / Discussion 
Bob Khan, Fire Chief, City of Phoenix 
Steve Kerber, Fire Research Engineer, UL 

Eucalyptus/ 
Honeysuckle 

5:00 pm – 7:00 pm Reception Paseo 
  
Note:  Agenda is subject to change 

 


